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U of Ls Jackson earns shot 
at second Heisman Trophy 


Sports, 1B 
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Hoover whistleblower alleges retaliation 


Aide: Ex-speaker settled 
staffer’s harassment 
claim with donor funds 


Darcy Costello 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A Kentucky House Republican 
employee alleges that she was retaliated 
against because she reported an “inap- 
propriate sexual relationship” between 
then-House Speaker Jeff Hoover and a 
woman in his office and that GOP lead- 
ers used money from “prominent cam- 


paign donors” to secretly settle the 
woman’s harassment claim. 

Communications Director Daisy 
Olivo also says in a whistleblower 
lawsuit filed Monday in Franklin Circuit 
Court that she had her duties taken 
away after disclosing details of the rela- 
tionship to the Legislative Research 
Commission’s general counsel and hu- 
man resources director. 

Olivo’s lawsuit contradicts Hoover 
and investigators retained by House 
leadership about the nature of the 
relationship and how the settlement 
was paid. 

The woman who accused Hoover of 


sexual harassment shared a timeline 
with Olivo of her “physical, sexual 
encounters” with Hoover as well as 
three years’ worth of text messages with 
him, according to the lawsuit. Courier 
Journal is not identifying the woman 
because she says she’s the victim of 
sexual harassment. 

Claims made in a lawsuit represent 
only one side of the case. 

Hoover refuted the allegations in a 
statement Monday afternoon, saying he 
had never engaged in “sexual contact of 
any kind” with a staff member and 
pointed to the investigators’ finding that 
no settlement money came from politi- 


cal donors. 

“I will no longer sit back and let 
untrue, false, defamatory statements be 
made against me and others, regardless 
of the position of the person making 
them,” he wrote, adding that he 
welcomes further investigation. 

Through an attorney, the woman, 
identified as Jane Doe in the lawsuit, 
also said they did not engage in sexual 
relations. "Our client has confirmed this 
is absolutely not true," a statement from 
an attorney with Clay, Daniel, Walton & 
Adams released late Monday said. 


See HOOVER, Page 10A 


CRACKING DOWN 
ON HOMELESS CAMPS 


As downtown grows, some wonder: Where is the ‘compassionate city’? 


Jeffery Byrd, 
above left, and 
Roc Peeler live 


in a homeless 
camp between 
an l-65 
offramp and 
Jefferson 
Street. The 
city will be 
conducting a 
“clean-up” of 
their camp on 
or after Friday. 
PHOTOS BY 
MICHAEL 
CLEVENGER/CJ 
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Jeffery Byrd squats down on a 
plastic crate, wearing the same white 
paint-splashed jeans and beige coat 
he’s been wearing for two weeks 
without a shower. 

To his left is Roc Peeler, confined to 
a wheelchair — the rubber on its 
wheels worn to the rim — his way to 
get around after he lost his right leg to 
frostbite. 

Their living room is a blend of dirt, 
brush and trash, while their walls are 
a web of blankets, tree limbs and 
chain-link fencing. Peeler, 50, sleeps 
in a broken tent while Byrd, 42, takes 


the ground — unless it is raining and 
the two will jam inside the small 
shelter. 

Byrd and Peeler are invisible to 
most who pass through east down- 
town. The only way to get to them is 
through a gate on Floyd Street, 
concealing the two men, by design, in 
the enclave between Jefferson Street 
and the Interstate 65 offramp. 

“We're trying to hide from people. 
The only thing we're trying to do is 
exist,” said Byrd, who has lived in this 


See HOMELESS, Page 8A 


On Dec. 5, 1933, the laws enforcing Prohibition where were repealed. As you can imagine, there was quite a party in 
Louisville. Join us at 1 p.m. as we re-create that historic day from the Evan Williams Bourbon Experience. Watch at 
facebook.com/courierjournal. Think of it as the history lesson your teacher never mentioned in high school! 


Weather 


High 55° X Low 30° 
Rain then colder, 2A 
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